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1 OVER BLACK

HAMLET
Then is doomsday near: but your news is
not true. Let me question more in
particular: what have you, my good
friends, deserved at the hands of
fortune, that she sends you to prison
hither?

GUILDENSTERN
Prison, my lord?

HAMLET
Denmark's a prison.

GUILDENSTERN
Then is the world one?

HAMLET
A goodly one; in which there are many
confines, wards, dungecns, Denmark being
one of the worst.

GUILDENSTERN
We think not so, my lord.

HAMLET
Why, then 'tis none to you: for there is
nothing either good or bad , but thinking
makes 1t so: to me it is a prison.

GUILDENSTERN
Why, then, your ambition makes it one;
'tis too narrow for your mind.

HAMLET
Oh God, I could be bounded in a nut-shell
and count mysgelf king of infinite space,
were it not that I have bad dreams.

FADE IN
2 INT. HOUSE - ROOM - DAY

STEVEN DOLAN, 55, stands at a window. Stands in a dimly lit
room. Faint music comes from a radio at the end of the desk.

He pulls out a chair, sits and focuses on three items. A
BULLET, A THIRTY EIGHT SNUBB NOSED REVOLVER and a LOCKBOX.

He picks up the GUN and slides the bullet into the chamber.

Steven puts the GUN to his head.

(CONTINUED)



CONTINUED: 2

BEAT. A DOOR OPENS. Light spills onto Steven. He looks up
perplexed. We can't see who the other person is. Explosively
Steven berates the figure.

STEVEN
No you can't! You know everything I know!

Steven viclently presses the GUN to his temple.

STEVEN
NO, he deoesn't know about this place!

Steven stares blankly. Then he releases a scernful laugh.

STEVEN
I never wrote cne.

Steven blows his head off.

INT. CAR - DAY

SEAN DOLAN, 25, i1s twisted awkwardly in the backseat. The
MUSIC i1s "Riders on the storm" by the DOORS. Sean looks
around disoriented.

DAVID FREEMAN, 26, edgy, wears a T-SHIRT, IT READS IN RED
LETTERS: BAD INTELIGENCE, WRONG TERRORIST, OUR NEW VIETNAM.
David's mesey brown hair dangles in his face. He is reading
1984.

DAVID
What were you dreaming about?

Meanwhile Ben and Katie sing the song together.

BEN KATTE
If you give this man a ride If you give this man a ride
sweet family will die. Killer sweet family will die. Killer
on the road. His brain is on the road. His brain is
squirming like a toad. squirming like a toad.

BEN SCOTT, 25, drives the car, he glances at Katie who in
turn looks out the window.

KATIE BURROWS, 24, light blue eyes, dark brown hair. Katie
rolls down the window she hocks up a louggie and spits.

KATTE
What?

Ben reaches to turn down the music.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN
2m I going the right way?

SEAN
Yeg, I think so.

Katie breaks out a map.

BEN
Do you see the turn off?

KATTIE
Shut up shut up, the navigator is
working.

BEN

Were going to pass it.

KATTE
Hush your mouth. The sign is right there.

EXT. DIRT ROAD - DAY

The Car turns down an abandoned dirt road. An OLD DECREPID
SIGN that reads: NEW DENMARK population 257.

EXT. HOUSE - DRIVEWAY - DAY

The car stops in the driveway alongside of a OLD HOUSE. They
get out of the car, stretch and examine the house.

WE see the back of David's SHIRT. IT READS IN RED LETTERS:
SON OF A BUSH.

INT. HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY
Sean hangs a c¢lock on the wall.
EXT. HOUSE - PORCH - DAY

Sean steps outside and looks at David as he sways back and
forth on the porch swing.

DAVID
I like it here, no signal, no family, no
bullshit and best of all its quiet.
Nothing but trees, trees and more trees.

SEAN

I can't stand the city. I can't think of
a single reason to go back.

(CONTINUED)
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DAVID
That's because she's here.

SEAN
I'm over that- I'm done.

DAVID
You always seem to say that when she's
not around.

David looks at him closely.

SEAN
What the hell does that look mean? What?

DAVID
You never talk - to each other - about
anything, you're negative magnets.

SEAN
We talk-

At that moment Ben and Katie gstep out of the house.

BEN
Sean, do you have a land line? I don't
have a signal.

SEAN
No.

BEN
No phone? Are you kidding me?

DAVID
Don't be a prick-

Ben smacks David across the back of the head.

DAVID
The phone is in the Den. How many acres o
the property?

SEAN
Here and about 500 acres that way is
Denmark. My father left it to me.

DAVID
Seriously?

BEN
You ever been out here before?

(CONTINUED)
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SEAN
No, didn't even know it existed.

KATTIE
Did he tell you anything about the place?

SEAN
No.

DAVID
Than we should go to the lake. Drink
beer, tell dirty jokes. Play spin the
bottle- Oh, we can't, Sean didn't bring
any girls.

BEN
We've got one.

DAVID
At this point I think that would just be
gratuitous.

SEAN
Dave, what the fuck?

Ben gives David a crude look. David shrugs.
EXT. LAKE - DAY

David stands at the edge of the water. Ben stands next to
him, he watches Sean and Katie set up.

David moves his hands through the rocks on the ground. He
finds a flat one. David tosses the rock across the water.
Ripples roll across the skin of water.

BEN
You were out of line.

DAVID
I couldn't pass up an opportunity like
that.

BEN

Don't be cute.

DAVID
If I was sorry, I'd apologize.

David skips a second rock over the water. David turns and
locks at Ben.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN
David stay out of this, its none of vyour
business.
DAVID

Is that righteous indignation I hear in
your voice?

Nearby. A MAN STANDS ON THE WATER. He WEARS A BOWLER HAT,
holds a walking stick. THE MAN IS SMILING. HIS EYES, BLACK.
Distracted, Ben stares at Sean and Katie.

BEN
I love her.

DAVID
Irrelevant.

BEN
She loves me.

DAVID
Whatever you say chief.

BEN
Do you have a girlfriend?

DAVID
Were not talking about me.

BEN
Then what the fuck do you know?

David turns out toward the water.
DAVID
{laughs)

Ben, are you trying to insult me?

David is about to toss the rock. On the surface of the water
is the reflection of the MAN standing on it.

DAVID (CONT'D)
Shit!

David locks up and there is no one there.

BEN
What?

DAVID
Ahhhh, I think I saw someone.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN
Where?

DAVID
Acrosgs the lake.

BEN

You need to stop smcking that low grade

shit.

EXT. GRASSY KNOLL - DAY

Sean lies down a blanket. Katie stands at the table she

prepares sandwiches. After a long silence.

KATTE
Why did you invite me cut herer?

SEAN
Why'd you comer?

KATIE
Don't fuck around.

SEAN
I want things to be good between us.

KATTE
What if they can't be?

SEAN
We haven't seen each other for months,
that working for you?

Katie doesn't answer.

KATTE
I'm sorry about your Dad.

SEAN
Death is Natural, people die.

KATTE
Are you all right with that?

SEAN
Fine.

KATTE
When was the last time you spoke with
him?

is

(CONTINUED)
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SEAN
Don't remember.

KATIE
I'm sorry, Sean.

Beat.

SEAN
What happen to us, Kate?

KATTIE
You know the answer to that guestion
better than I do.

EXT. GRASSY KNOLL - DUSK 10

The GUYS sit on the picnic blanket, laughing in the failing
light. Katie stands off to the side and sings to herself.

KATTIE
{whispers)
Have you ever geen a dream walking, well
I did. Have you ever seen a dream
talking, well I did.

EXT. HOUSE - NIGHT 11

The gang walk to the house loaded down with the cooler,
blankets and the like.

SEAN
{locks at Ben)
Its not very cold is it?

BEN
No, why?

DAVID
You shouldn't be too uncomfortable then.

Sean and David take off to the house. Ben runs after them.

BEN
What the hell are you doing?

They get inside and slam the door. Ben tries and fails to
open the door.

BEN (CONT'D)
You dipshits.



12 EXT. HOUSE - PORCH - NIGHT

Katie steps onto the porch. Ben struggles with the
Inside we see Sean an David run out of sight.

KATTIE
This is so immature.

BEN
I'm going around to the other door.

KATTIE
They'll copen the door in a minute.

BEN
I'll be back.

Ben runs around the corner.

KATIE
Ben?

13 EXT. HOUSE - BACK DOOR - NIGHT

12

door.

13

Ben goes to the back door, a sleeping BAG is thrown out the
door. Ben races to the door before it shuts. IT SLAMS just

before he gets there.

BEN
(Yells)
Open the door!

DAVID
(0.8)
Enjoy the great out of doors!

Ben steps from under the porch and loocks up in the window.

BEN
Stop screwing around.

DAVID
Did you want the tent?

BEN
I'm gonna beat the shit out of you.

David closes the window and leaves.
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10

EXT. HOUSE - PORCH - NIGHT 14

Ben returns with sleeping bag under his arm checks it. Locked
again. Katie is nowhere in sight. He looks through the glass
and Katie is in the kitchen. She stares dead ahead.

BEN
Shit.

BEN (CONT'D)
You're in on this too?

Katie doesn't respond to him. Ben is focused on Katie. Behind
him a FIGURE in a GORILLA MASK.

BEN (CONT'D)
Katie answer me.

The MAN in the GORILLA MASK grabs his shoulder. Ben SCREAMS,
and punches him in the face.

SEAN
{mask on sideways)
Shit man, dumbass. It was a joke.

Sean takes off the mask and his nose bleeds.

KATTE

Come on Ben. Are you all right Sean.
SEAN

Fine.
BEN

I'm sorry.

Ben leans down to help him up. Sean slaps his hand away.

SEAN
Dick.

BEN
Bastard.

SEAN
Help me up.

Ben puts his hand out again. Sean slaps i1t away. Ben leans
down to pick Sean up. Sean goes completely limp.

SEAN (CONT'D)

I can't feel my legs, I can't feel my
legs.

(CONTINUED)



14

15

11
CONTINUED: 14

KATTIE
Shut up.

SEAN
I've lost all motor functions.

They all pick him up and drag him inside.
INT. HOUSE - DEN - NIGHT 15

Sean, Ben, David and Katie sit in the living rocm. They are
all laughing alcud. Sean has bloody wadded paper sticking
frem his nostrils. The phone sits con an OLD BLACK STCOVE.

BEN
Sean and I are working construction in
this desert town called Baker. We're late
leaving the hotel.

SEAN
The other guys are late too. They don't
know where to go. I jump in the car and I
can't find my directions. So, I start
driving.

David and Katie listen.
BEN

A mile down the road, Joe starts laying
on his horn, pulls up next to us. So we

stop.
Beat.
BEN (CONT'D)
Joe comes to the window, with a serious
look on his face.
Beat

BEN (CONT'D)
Dude, I have to take a Dump in the worst
way. Do you have any toilet paper?
All four of them burst with Laughter.

SEAN
I said - were all out of Charmin.

The laughter is suddenly renewed. They can't stop for an
extended moment. Beat.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 15

Beat.

BEN
Joe ran off to deo his business. I was
sCcreaming use a pinecone.

SEAN
Let me tell you this one... My Older
brother, Nick and Dad, were on the roof
of our house. I was watching, I was seven
at the time.

DAVID
What were they doing?

SEAN
They were putting up Christmas lights.
For some reason my Father thought it
would be a good idea 1f he tied himgelf
to Nick.

BEN
I can see where this is going.

SEAN
My brother had just gotten on the roof
all of a sudden he slips and fall head
first into the snow.

They laugh.

SEAN (CONT'D)
He was okay, there was a lot of snow. But
they were tied together, so my father
flew off the roof like he was on a
slingshot, but what was most funny, he
was screaming, like a woman.

Sean stops laughing first.

SEAN (CONT'D)
My Mom ran out of the house. He had
landed on his back, but he wasn't hurt,
amazingly. Nick came over and hugged Mom.
My Father began to laugh, and then we all
did. It was a great Christmas.

DAVID
Good times.

SEAN
Yea.

(CONTINUED)
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CONTINUED: 15

Sean drinks. Beat.

SEAN (CONT'D)
You three are my closest friends, you
know that. So, I think I should tell you
the truth.

KATTIE
About what?

SEAN
He didn't die in a car accident.

Beat. They are all silent.

SEAN (CONT'D)
Aren't you going tc ask how?

KATTE
Sean, you're drunk, maybe you shouldn't
do thie right now-

SEAN
Just listen to me, don't interrupt, just
listen. The divorce killed him.

DAVID
I don't think this is a good idea-

SEAN
He blew his head off with his thirty
eight. His sidearm when he was a cop.

Beat. Sean drinks.

SEAN (CONT'D)
My father, Katie? Does that make any
sense? You met my father.

KATTE
I didn't- No, it doesn't.

David gets up, he puts his arm around Sean and walks him out
of the rcoom. Katie gets up and leaves the rocm.

INT. HOUSE - BEN'S ROOM - NIGHT 16
Katie gathers her things which are scattered around the room.
Katie takes out a prescription, dumps two in her hand and

guickly swallows them. Ben appears in the doorway.

BEN
Going to bed?

(CONTINUED)
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KATTE
I don't feel gocd.

BEN
Can I join your?

KATTE
Not tonight, Ben. I'm on my pericd.

BEN
Okay, I'll be gentle.

Ben comes over he fondles and then kisses the back
neck. Katie pulls his hand away, she sighs.

Ben keeps his armg around her. He sgueezes her.

He lets go

KATTIE
No, no, stop. Let go of me.

BEN
Do you want to tell me anythingr?

KATTIE
There is a bed in the other room.

BEN
We'll sleep on mine.

KATTIE
I don't think we should-

BEN
What?

KATTIE
Sean ig in a state right now-

BEN
So am I. Were together, Sean knows that,
pecple who are together have sex.

KATTIE
What is you problem?

BEN
I'm honest.

KATTIE
You're gelfish.

14
16

of her

(CONTINUED)
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BEN
I'm gselfish? Katie, is there any chance
you'd tell me if you were planning to
switch back.

KATTIE
Go to hell.

BEN
You didn't answer my qguestion.

KATTIE
You disgust me.

BEN
Where are you going?

KATIE
To bed, Don't touch me.

Ben smiles and smacks her on the ass. She stares at him.

KATIE (CONT'D)
Jackass.

Katie leaves the room. Ben gives her the middle finger the
whole way out the room.

INT. HOUSE - KITCHEN - NIGHT 17

Ben staggeres in, a bottle of Smirnoff in his hand. He yammers
curses under his voice.

He opens the cabinet and pats for a glass.

BEN
Bitch.

Ben goes to the next cabinet. Ben puts his hand into the
darkness. He finds something.

A LOCKBOX.

He laughs at the sight of it. He tries to open it. Like most
LOCKBOXES its locked. Like a badly trained mecnkey, Ben knocks
the box against the counter. It dces nothing.

EXT. HOUSE - BACK DOOR - NIGHT 18

Ben walks out the house and down the dirt road. He holds the
LOCKBOX in one hand and a bottle in the other. Ben sees a
glimmer of light, he heads toward it.
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16

EXT. HOUSE - PORCH - NIGHT 1%

David stands on the porch, he smokes a joint. He is guietly
enjoying himself. Sean sits behind him in a chair.

David sees a light in the distance. When he sees it, he
giggles to himself.

Suddenly a great LIGHT penetrates the DARK. It FIRES outward
toward them after five seconds it disappears.

David takes a long drag off his joint. Coughs. David laughs.
Sean is lying on the porch next to David.

DAVID
Sean, there is a light in the woods. What
do you think it is?

SEAN
An underground society of mutants.

Sean laughs. Sean reachesg in his pocket and pulls out an
ENGAGEMENT RING.

DAVID
You gtill carry that around? You're never
going to give it to her.

SEAN
Yes I will. Very socn.

INT. HOUSE - KATIE'S BEDROOM - NIGHT 20

Katie is already asleep, but scmething is wrong. She is
broken out in a cold sweat. She mumbles under her breath.

Katie jerks awake, she is scared. The door slowly CREAKS
open.

KATIE
Sean.

Sean stands in the doorway, darkness covers his face. Sean
steps intoc the room. The door closes by itself.

EXT. FOREST - NIGHT 21

Ben walks up to an industrial garage. Machinery sits around,
it is old and rusted. But the lights are on inside.

Ben goes over to the door and knocks. The door opens after a

Moment. A TINY OLD LADY, she wears glasses of high lens
power, she wears a half smirk as if she was expecting him.

(CONTINUED)
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OLD LADY
May I help you?

BEN
Hi. I'm from up the road, I was just
walking through the woods, I saw lights.

The OLD LADY stares at him as if he's alien.

OLD LADY
Would vyou like to ccome in?

She opens the dcor.
22 INT. GARAGE - NIGHT 22

Ben steps in the garage. There is a copy of the LAST SUPPER
on the wall. Cn a small coffee table surrounded by a few
chairs is an OLD WORN BIBLE.

There are other religious icons in the room. The room ig lit
by faint candles. Ben holds the bottle in his hand.

OLD LADY
I don't have any neighbors, never have.

BEN
Ncone?

OLD LADY
{Extends her hand)
Nope. My name is Lavelle, good tc meet
you Ben.

BEN
How did you know my name?

LAVELLE
You told me when I answered the door.

BEN
I don't remember that.

LAVELLE
That's because you've had too much of
this.

Lavelle takes the BOTTLE from him and waddles over to her
kitchen where she pours the vodka in the sink and pours a mug
full of milk, simmering on the stove.

LAVELLE (CCNT'D)
Please sit.

(CONTINUED)
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Ben sits in a chair behind him. LAVELLE sits in a chair
opposite him.

BEN
Are you religious?

LAVELLE
No. Why do you ask?

Beat. Ben drinks some of the milk.

LAVELLE (CCNT'D)
Why did ycu come tc Denmark?

BEN
My friend Sean inherited the house on the
hill, were just staying for a couple of
nights.

LAVELLE
You have no idea about what happened here
then? I mean that's why I thought you
came up here. Most of the tourists do. I
can't tell you how many.

BEN
What happenedr?

Ben laughs. Ben's eyes start to glaze. He snaps out of it.
Lavelle picks up her chair and slides it right next to Ben.

INT. HOUSE - BEN'S ROOM - NIGHT 23

Ben sits upright. LAVELLE sits next to him. She is extremely
clogse. The LAST SUPPER 1s now on Ben's wall, the bible sits
on the coffee table in this room. Lavelle whispers as if
gsomeone might hear.

BEN
No? What happened?

LAVELLE
One of the workers came back from the
mine. He found scomething. Matthew
Johnson, a friend of mine followed the
miners. He said it was a man.

BEN
A Man?
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EXT. LAKE - DAY (FLASHBACK) 24

Three MINERS stand at the edge of the water. They wear dirty
overalls, their faces black with coal. They smoke enjoying
their break.

LAVELLE
(V.0)
That's what he said. It was the talk of
the town. Until, a couple of nighte later
one miner walked into the lake. Drowned
himself.

A MOMENT passes a FIGURE begins to walk up out of the water.
His eyes closed, his skin as black as coal.

LAVELLE (CONT'D)
{V.0)
A day later, Gordon, Matthews son set
fire to his house, while his family was
sleeping inside. The entire first floor,
no one survived.

The MINERS watch dumbfounded.
INT. HOUSE - BEN'S ROOM - NIGHT 25

The 01ld Lady puts her hand on his shoulder and makes him lie
back. She tucks him in. He tries to listen to her. She takes
the cup from his hand.

LAVELLE
Later the mayor toted a shotgun around
town killing everyone he could find.

BEN
Why?

LAVELLE
He was trying to protect us.

Ben confused.

BEN
How did vyou escaper?

LAVELLE
I don't remember.

Beat.

(CONTINUED)
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LAVELLE
Then later the Man came. He was black
like ©0il, he had no mouth. When he spoke,
he told us things we couldn't remember.

BEN
What do you mean-

LAVELLE
No one comesg to Denmark.

BEN
Why?

LAVELLE
Because he's still here.

INT. HOUSE - BEN'S ROCM - MORNING 26

Ben in bed, he jerks awake. The box sits right next to him.
He grabs his head in sudden pain.

BEN
Ow.

INT. HOUSE - KITCHEN - MORNING 27

Sean boils hot water. He has a box of hangover medicine. Sean
takes out a packet. He pulle out a plastic cup, pours the hot
water into the cup. Sean pours in the mixture.

He goegs to pick up the cup. Sean burns himself on the
scalding hot cup. He drops all over himself.

SEAN

Ahhhh! Nice job, Dolan. Way to take one

for the team.
INT. HOUSE - KATIE'S BEDROOM - MORNING 28
Katie sites up in bed. She looks around the room. Katie moves
then she yelps in pain. Katie grabs her head. She HAS A LARGE
RED WELP across her forehead.
Katie gets up out of bed.
INT. HOUSE - UPSTAIRS BATHROOM - MORNING 29

Katie walks into the bathroom, she grabs the counter to
support herself.

(CONTINUED)
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Katie puts the cold water on her face. S8he locks in the
mirror and sees the red welp across her forehead. Katie
touches it and vyelps in pain.

KATTE
Shit.

Katie locks back into the mirror. Her EYES are BLACK. Katie
blinks and rubs her eyes. Her eyes are back to normal.

INT. HOUSE - UPSTATIRS HALLWAY - MORNING 30

Sean can hear the SHOWER going in the bathroom. Sean knocks
on the door.

SEAN
Katie?

No answer. Sean takes a drink from his cup. He shudders. Ben
walks out of his room.

BEN
Is there someone in there?

SEAN
Katie.

BEN
How do you know.

SEAN
David is in the car.

Sean looks c¢logely at Ben. His eyes are blocdshot.

SEAN (CONT'D)
Are you all right?

BEN
I just had this dream. This old lady told
me that the mayor of this town killed a
bunch of people with a shotgun.

SEAN
You scared?

BEN
Fuck you dude.

Ben locks down at the cup Sean's got in his hand.

(CONTINUED)
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BEN (CONT'D)
What's that?

SEAN
Warm shit.

BEN
Really? You got anymorer?

Sean hands BEN his keys. They HAVE A SUPERMAN INSIGNIA ON

THEM.

BEN (CONT'D)

How'd you get my keys?
SEAN

You left them in the car.
BEN

I found a Lockbox. You want to see it?
SEAN

Maybe later.

31 INT. HOUSE - UPSTAIRS BATHROOM - MORNING 31

Katie crieg in the shower, fully clothed.
32 INT. HOUSE - KITCHEN - DAY 32

Sean walks down the stairs and into the kitchen. He goes to
the DEN.

33 INT. HOUSE - DEN - DAY 33

Sean is met by a figure, he site in a chair. His eyes black.
Water drips from his hair and hands. Sean drops his cup.

SEAN
Shit.

The FIGURE is completely black.

SEAN (CONT'D)
Ben!

BLACK MAN
I've been waiting a long time for this.

SEAN
Who are you?

(CONTINUED)














































































































































































































































































